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REGINA is back at work, this time studying the feeding behavior of the Pacific 
population of humpbacks -- or at least a part of it -- in their summer feeding 
grounds off southeast Alaska. It's a beautiful, clear morning again; flat calm, 
with that cool freshness which comes only in the mountains of the north after a 
night of heavy dew. Tall, dark green spruce forests floored with grass and 
moss stand at the edge of the shore in this tiny cove, bathed by the sun. We 
are in a small unnamed inlet in this land of innumerable harbors, smooth waters, 
lush forests, and snow-capped mountains. We picked it because it was handy to 
the place which the whales seemed to be favoring yeasterday evening. The shel- | 
ter -- déspite depths of up to 10 fathoms alongside the rocks and 20-60 fathoms 
further out -- is complete except for the entrance to the south. 


It feeis good to be working again, especially after a week fraught with unexpected 
difficulties in our shoreside dealings. The good will and forebearance of all on 
board -- students, scientists, and crew alike -- stood us in good stead as the 

way was Cleared for the expedition to begin. | 


For the last few days, therefore, we have been at work in Frederick Sound. There 
are whales here -- seemingly abundant whales. The conditions so far have been 
ideal: clear, calm weather and no intrusions from curois fishermen or other 
spectators. By next week, we should have something more significant to report. 


Sincerely, 
George Nichols, Jr. 


Master 
r/v REGINA MARIS 
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